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Dhammapada Sutta
(Khuddaka Nikaya - Sutta Pitaka)

Bai giang vé Kinh Phap Cu

HT. Thich Minh Chau

Bai giang nay dwgc HT Thich Minh Chdu,
gidng nhan dip lé Phdt Pan 2521, tai Thién
Vien Van Hanh, Sai Gon, ngay 2-6-1977.

Hom nay 1a ngay Lé Phat Dan 2521, ngay ky niém Dirc
Phat dan sanh ra doi, va theo truyén thong Nam Tong cling
1a ngay ky niém ngay Ngai gidc ngd va nhap Niét Ban, cac
Phat tir nim chau déu vui mung va han hoan, d6n ming
ngay Dai Lé nay va Phat tir Viét Nam chung ta cing chung
niém héan hoan ay dé don ming Pai L&. Co nguoi don mung
v6i Dai Lé, c6 ngudi don mung véi khoa kinh cau nguyén,
c6 ngudi dén ming véi tim hoan hy cing duong. Phan
chting t6i d6n mimg Pai 1& véi cong dire phién dich hai bo
kinh: Kinh Tang Chi B§ Kinh tap III va Kinh Phap Ca
(Dhammapada) trong Tiéu B6 Kinh (Khuddaka Nikaya).

Va ciing véi muc dich cung dudng Phéap trong dip Pai Lé
Phat Ban ndm nay, chiing t61 lya chon ban dich Kinh Phap
C dé trinh bay ndi dung va gidi thidu ciing quy vi va cac
Phat Tir, mot ban kinh Pali, c¢6 thé n6i duge dich ra cling
nhiéu thir tiéng nhat trén thé gidi, mot ban kinh dugc cac vi
Sa Di cac nuéce theo Phat Giao Nam Tong hoc thudc long
khi budc chan vao doi séng tu hanh, mot bai kinh c6 thé
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xem 1a chira dung mot cach suc tich va trung thanh nhat
nhitng 101 day nguyén thuy ciua Puc Phat.

B¢ Dhammapada tirc 1a Phap Ca gf)m c6 423 bai k¢ (gatha),
chia thanh 26 pham hay vagga, moi pham dit trong tAm vao
mot dé tai chinh, nhu "Pham vé TAm" quy tu cic cau ké noi
vé Tam, "Pham Khong Phong Dat" quy tu céc bai ké noi vé
"Hanh khong phong dat".

Gia tri chinh cua Bo Kinh Phap Cu 1a & chd kinh nay chira
dung mot cach gon ghé va day du gido Iy nguyén thiy ca
DPao Phat, va nhirng giao ly nay dugc trinh bay dudi hinh
thire cac bai ké don gian va suc tich gom phan 16n 14 4 cau,
thinh thoang 1én dén 6 cau va mdi cdu gom c6 8 am dong
déu.

Hon nira, trong Tap Phap Ca nay, Bire Phét dung phuong
phap dinh nghia va cac vi du dé trinh bay gido ly cia minh,
va ching ta c6 thé noi Ngai van dung rat thanh cong hai
phuong phép nay, nhu doan sau s€ néu r0.

Trude hét, Kinh Phap Ca gdm c6 mot sé bai ké co tinh cach
cach ngdn, din ta mot sé nhan xét chung vé cudc doi, vé
con ngudi, khdng mang mau sic tén giao, khong cé phan
biét qudc gia chung toc.

O doi, that kho tranh khoi bi ché nhu bai ké khéo dién ta:

"A-tu- la nén biét

Xwa vay, nay cing vay:

Ngoi im, bi nguoi ché,

Néi nhiéu, bi nguoi che,

Noi vira phai, bi ché.

Lam nguoi khong bi che,

That kho tim o doi." (Phap Cu 227)

Va tiép theo, cung mot dong tu tudng:

"Xuwa, vi lai, va nay,
Dadu co su kién nay:



Nguwoi hoan toan bi ché,
Nguoi tron ven duoc khen." (Phdap Cu 228)

Nhin thai d§ cta loai ngudi ddi voi han thu, Bac Phat dua
ra nhan xét:

"Voi han diét han thu,

Doi nay khong co duwor,

Khong han diét han thu,

La dinh ludt ngan thu." (Phap Cu 5)

RO v6i 10ng tir man thuong x6t chiing sanh, Ngai thiy rd
ching sanh it nguoi bd ac 1am lanh, it ngudi hudng tim giai
thoat:

"[t ngueoi giiva nhan loai,

Dén duwoc bo bén kia. [1]

Con s6 ngueoi con lai

Xuoi nguoc chay bo nay." (Phap Cu 85)

Tuy vay, v6i long tin tudng ¢ kha nang hudéng thugng cua
con ngudi, Pirc Phat noi dén hoa sen nd trén déng rac bui
doi:

"Nhi giita dong rdc nhop,

Quang bo giita dwong lon,

Ché ay hoa sen nd,

Thom sach, dep y nguoi.” (Phap Cu 58)

Céi nhin ciia Btrc Phat bao gio cling 1a céi nhin hudéng
thuong, cai nhin dén tiém lyc hién thién cia con nguoi khi
Ngai nhin thay dugc hoa sen n¢ trén dong rac bui doi.

Tuy vay, Ngai khong bao gid tranh né nhiing hién trang dé
nén trén kiép song con nguoi, va da la nguoi thoi 1am sao
tranh khoi gia, tranh khoi bénh, tranh khoi chét. Nhu cac
cau k¢ sau day khéo dlen ta canh gia, canh bénh, canh chét
lam bbi canh cho doi séng con ngudi:



"Nhu trdi bau mia thu,

Bi vat bé quang di,

Nhém xwong trdng bo cdu,

Thdy chiing c¢é vui gi?" (Phdap Cii 149)

Hay:

"Ngueoi nay giong ld héo,

Diém s dang cho nguoi,

Ngueoi diing truée civa chét,

Puong truong thiéu tw lwong." (Phdp Cii 235)

Hoac:

"Voi gay nguoi chan bo

Lua bo ra bdi co,

Ciing vdy, gia va chét

Liia nguoi dén mang chung." (Phdp Cii 135)

Khi n6i dén con ngudi bi gia, bi bénh, bi chét Ngai phan
tich con ngudi gdm c6 than va tim, hai thanh phan nay
dong mot vai trd quan trong trong doi sbng con ngudi. Va
Ngai phan tich tinh chat ctia than va kha nang cua than:

"Khong bao lau than nay,

Sé nam dai trén dat,

Bi vdt bé, vo thic,

Nhu khuc cdy vo dung." (Phap Cu 41)

Tuy vy, than nay khong phai hoan toan vo dung va dbi véi
nguoi co tri, than sanh tir c6 theé [am dugce bict bao viéc tot:

"Nhw tir mot d(fng hoa,

Nhiéu trang hoa dwoc lam,

Ciing vay than sanh tir,

Lam dwge nhiéu thién sw.” (Phdp Cii 53)

Va nhing ai biét quan than nhu bot nudc, nhu huyén canh,
cling c6 thé nho than nay dugc gidc ngd gidi thoat. Bay la



mot chirng minh nita v€ cai nhin cia Btrc Phat dén tiém luc
hudéng thugng cliia con nguoi:

"Biét than nhw bot nudc,

Ngo thdn la nhu huyén,

Bé tén hoa cua ma,

Vieot tam mdt than chét.” (Phdap Cii 46)

Gén lién voi than 1a tAm ; va tam 1a mot cai gi kho ndm git,
hay khinh dong, hoang hot, kho ho tri, kho nhiép:

"Tém hodng hot giao déng,

Khé ho tri, khé nhiép,

Ngueoi tri lam tam thang,

Nhue tho tén, lam tén." (Phap Cu 33)

Hay:

"Khoé ndm giit khinh déng,
Theo cdc duc, quay cuong.
Lanh thay, diéu phuc tam;
Tam diéu, an lac dén.” (Phdp Cii 35)

Nhu vy, ching ta thay 13, tim dan dau cac Phép, tam 1 tdi
thuong, tdm tao tac ra thién ac, dung nhu hai bai ké sau day

da khéo dién ta:

"Y dan dau cac Phap,

Y lam chi, ¥ tqo.

Néu véi y 6 nhiém,

Noi lén hay hanh dong,

Khé ndo budc theo sau,

Nhuw xe, chan vat kéo." (Phap Cu 1)

Hay:

"Y dan dau cdc Phdp,

Y lam chii,  tao.

Néu VOi y thanh tinh,
Noi lén hay hanh dong,



An lac buoc theo sau,
Nhu bong, khong roi hinh." (Phdp Cu 2)

Sau khi nhan xét vé than tim con ngudi, nhitng yéu diém
cling nhu nhirng wu diém than phan con nguoi, sau khi so
sanh vé kinh nghi¢m ban than, ty minh tim nguyén nhan
sanh tu, ty minh tim dugc con duong gidi thoat cho minh va
tat ca chung sanh, bdng nhién Duc Phat thdt 1én nhiing 10
cam htng nhu sau, nhitng 15i n6i dau tién ctia Ngai sau khi
Ngai gidc ngo:

"Lang thang bao kiép song,

Ta tim nhung chdng gap,

Nguoi xdy dung nha nay,

Khé thay, phdi tai sanh." (Phdp Cii 153)

Hay:

"Oi nguoi lam nha kia [2]

Nay ta dd thdy nguoi!

Nguwoi khong lam nha nita!

Don tay [3] nguoi bi gay,

Keo cot [4] nguoi bi tan

Tam ta dat tich diét,

Tham di thay tiéu vong!" (Phap Cu 154)

Va roi Ngai no6i 1én mot cach tom tét, nhung hét stre chinh
xac va co dong, hudng di chung cho con nguoi, mot bai ké
ma thuong thuong ngudi doi cho 1a mét cau dao duc,
khuyén bo ac lam lanh, nhung that sy 1a mot thai do rat dut
khoat gitra thién va 4c, mot sy lya chon gifra dém den tugong
trung cho bt thién, va trdi sang tugng trung cho thién phép,
va cling 1a mgt con duong hudng thién, mdt con dudong doe
dao, (eko maggo), mot phuong phép tu than, dua dén tir tim
choi sang:

"Khéng lam moi diéu dc,

Thanh twu cac hanh lanh,

Tam y giir trong sach,

Chinh loi chw Phat day." (Phap Cu 183)



Bai k¢ ti€ép néi rd0 hon con duong ay, voi mot vai chi tiét:

"Khong phi bang pha hoai,

Ho tri gioi can ban,

An ubng cé tiét dg,

Sang toa ché nhan tinh.

Chuyén chu tang thuong tam,

Chinh loi chw Phdt day." (Phap Cu 185)

Chung ta co thé néi, 161 day dau tién ctia Ptic Phat 14 chd c6
1am diéu 4c, hay n6i mot cach chinh xac hon, ngudi Phat tir
la nguoi da lya chon gitra thién va 4c, nhét dinh phai roi dia
ban cuia nguoi 4c va bude vao dia ban cua nguoi thién.

Dbdi véi Ac, ddi voi bat thién, can c6 mot nhhan dinh dut
khoat:

"Ta hanh nho dan ba,

Xan tham nhop ke thi,

Ac phap la vét nho,

Doi nay va doi sau." (Phap Cu 242)

Hay:

"Tot hon nudt hon sat,

Chdy dé nhu than héong,

Hon dc gioi buong lung,

An do dn quéc d@." (Phdap Cii 308)

Va sau ddy, 1a nhiing két qua dang cho doi nguoi lam ac,
khong thé nao tranh dugc:

"Hodic kho tho khéc liét,

Thén thé bi thwong vong,

Hodac tho bénh kich liét,

Hay logn y tan tam." (Phap Cu 138)

Hay:

"Hodc tai hoa tir vua,
Hay bi vu trong tgi,



Ba con phai ly tan,
Tai san bj nat tan.” (Phap Cu 139)

Hoac:

"Hodic phong éc nha cira,

Bi héa tai thiéu dot,

Khi than hogi mang chung

Ac tué sanh dia nguc." (Phdp Cii 140)

Doi voi cac cu si tai gia, Pic Phat ndi 1€n tai hai doi voi ai
phd ndm gidi can ban cua nguoi dé tir tai gia:

"Ai ¢ doi sat sinh,

Noi lao khong chan that,

O doi ldy khéng cho,

Qua lai voi vo nguoi." (Phdap Cu 246)

Hay:

”Uéng ruwou men, ruou nau,

Nguoi song dam mé vay,

Chinh ngay tai doi nay,

Tw ddao béi goc minh." (Phdp Cii 247)

Va buc Phat khong quén nhac nhé cac vi Sa mon xuat gia,
phai bi€t ton trong 4o ca sa va gin gilr giodi hanh:

"Nhiéu nguoi khodc ca sa,

Ac hanh khéng nhiép phuc,

Nguoi ac, do dac hanh,

Phai sanh coi Dia nguc.” (Phap Cu 307)

"Nhuw ¢6 sa [5] vung ndm,

Tét bi hoa dirt tay,

Hanh Sa mon ta vay,

Téat bi doa dia nguc." (Phap Cu 311)

Loi khuyén thoi that dé dang, nhung loai ngudi déu ¢6 dé
dang phuc thién. Vi con nguoi, da lau doi 1au ki€p bi nhiing



phién ndo cin ban nhiép phuc chi phdi, nhu bai ké sau day
than trach:

"Lita nao bang lira tham!

Chdp nao bang sdn han!

Luedi nao bang ludi si!

Séng nao bang séng dil” (Phap Cii 251)

Va khi dd noi dén ai, nhit 13 ai duc, thoi that 1a ca mot dé tai
muon di€u, ma da 1a con nguoi, that khé ma thoat ly. Va vi
vay, that khong gi la, néu Pirc Phat di danh nhiéu cau ké
cho ai duc:

"Ai luyén sinh sau wu,

Ai luyén sinh so hdi,

Ai thodt khéi luyén di,

Khéng sau, ddu so hdi?" (Phap Cii 213)

"Nguwoi song doi phong dat,

Ai tang nhw ddy leo.

Nhay doi nay doi khac,

Nhu vuon tham qua rung.” (Phap Cu 334)

Hay:

"Nhu cdy bj chdt don,

Goc chuwa hai, van moc,

Ai tuy mién chiwa nho,

Kho nay van sanh hoai." (Phap Cu 338)

"Khi nao chuwa cdt tiét,

Ai duc CLZa gdi trai,

Tdam y van bugc rang,

Nhuw bo con vii me." (Phap Cu 284)
Hoac:

"Dau mwa bang tién vang,
Cac duc kho thoa man,



Dug d‘cfng nhiéu, ngot it,
Biét vay la bac Tri." (Phap Cu 186)

"Dong di duc chay khdp,

Nhuw giay leo moc tran,

Thdy gidy leo vira sanh,

Véi tué, hdy doan goc." (Phdap Cii 340)

Hoac:

"Ché gan giii nguoi yéu,

Tron doi xa ké ghét,

Yéu khéng gap la kho.

Oan phai gap ciing dau.” (Phap Cu 210)

Tuy &i duc chinh phuc con ngudi nhu vay, rang budc con
nguoi nhu vay, nhung véi nguoi co tri, voi nguoi co nghi
luc, van co thé doi tri dugce duc ai va cé theé dugc giai thoat:

"Ngueoi dim say di duc,

Tw lao minh xuéng dong,

Nhw nhén sa lwoi dét,

Nguoi tri cdt trir né,

B6 moi khé khéng mang.” (Phap Cii 347)

Du i dyc tr6i bude con nguoi néng né chit ché nhu vay,
nhung con ngudi van co thé thoat ly 4i duc, néu con ngudi
c0O y chi, c6 nghi luc:

"Ai song trong doi nay,

Ai duc dwoc hang phuc.

Sau roi khoi nguoi dy,

Nhu giot nudc la sen.” (Phdap Cu 336)

O day, mot 1an nita cai nhin con nguoi hudng thuong cua
Dric Phat duoc ching minh cy thé. Ai dyc tuy 1a nguyén
nhan cta dau kho, 1 ngudn gdc cua sanh tir luan hoi, nhung
v6 minh luén ludn gitt vai tro cha chét:



Hay:

"Trong hang cdu ué dy,

V6 minh, nho t6i thuong.

Poan nho dy, ty kheo, N

Thanh bdc khéong ué nhiém!" (Phdp Cii 243)

"Khong chan, twong chan thdt,
Chdn thdt, thdy khong chan:
Chung khong dat chan that,

Do ta tu ta hanh." (Phap Cu 11)

Vi hai bai k¢ trén, ching ta da thay vai tro chi yéu cua Vo
minh va Ta kién trong cic ngudn gdc phét sanh cc hanh vi
bat thién. Va nhu vay ching ta ciing khong la gi khi Puc
Phat khuyén chung ta khong nén tu khd hanh, khong nén
chuyén lo té tu, vi nhitng hanh dong nay khong dan ching
ta dén giac ngd giai thoat:

Hay:

Hoac:

"Khéng phdi song léa thé,

Bén toc, tro trét minh,

Tuyét thuc, lan trén dat

Song nhdp, siéng ngoi xom,

Lam con nguoi duoc sach,

Néu khéng trir nghi hodc." (Phdp Cii 141)

"Sudt nam ciing té vit,

Pé cau phieée ¢ doi,

Khéng bang mét phan tu,

Kinh Ié béc chinh triee." (Phdp Cii 108)

"Dau trdi mot tram nam,
Tho liea tai rieng sdu,
Chang bang trong gidy lat
Cung duong bdc tu tu.



Cung duong vdy’té't hon,
Hon tram nam té tw." (Phap Cu 107)

Khuyén tranh xa khé hanh, té tu, tuyét thuc, Buc Phat
hudng dan ching ta y thitc duoc su quan trong ctia nghiép
tirc 1a hanh dong ctia minh lam, vi chi ¢6 hanh dong moi 1a
quan trong, mai la chu yéu, nhu bai ké sau day néu ro:

"Ty minh, diéu ac lam,

Tw minh, lam nhiém o.

Tw minh, dac khong lam,

Tuw minh, lam thanh tinh.

Tinh, khong tinh tw minh.

Khong ai thanh tinh ai!" (Phap Cu 165)

No6i sudng khong du, 161 noi phai duoc vi¢e lam di theo mai
mong co6 két qua:

"Nhu bong hoa twoi dep,

C6 sdc, nhung khéng hirong.

Ciing vay, loi khéo noi,

Khéng lam, khéng két qua." (Phdap Cii 51)

Hay:

"Nhuw bong hoa tuoi dep,

Cé sac, lai thém huwong.

Ciing vay, loi khéo ndi,

C6 lam, cé két qua."” (Phéap Cii 52)

Va d6i v6i ngudi xuit gia ciing vay, thuyét phap suéng
khong du:

"Néu nguoi noi nhiéu kinh,

Khong hanh tri, phong dat,

Nhu ké chan bo nguoi,

Khéng phdn Sa mén hanh.” (Phdp Cii 19)

Nhu véy, chi c¢6 hanh dong, chi ¢6 nghiép 1a quan trong, vi
chinh nghiép méi dem lai két qua t6t dep hay khong tét dep



cho con nguoi va nguoi moi that la chi nhan cua nghiép, tac
thanh ra nghiép, va khi nghiép da 1am r0i, thoi khong thé
nao trén tranh két qua cua nghiép:

Hay:

"Khéng trén troi giita bién.

Khong lanh vao dong nui,

Khong ché nao trén doi,

Tron dwoc qua dc nghiép." (Phdap Cii 127)

"Diéu dc tw minh lam,

Tuw minh sanh, minh tqo

Nghién nat ké ngu si,

Nhu kim cuong, ngoc bau." (Phdp Cu 161)

Do vay, con duong duy nhat 1a bo ac, tranh xa di€u ac, va
ché co6 khinh thuong ac nho!

"It ban dwong, nhiéu tién,

Nguoi luén tranh dwong hiém.

Muén s5ng, tranh thuéc doc,

Hay tranh ac nhu vay." (Phap Cu 123)

"Ché ché khinh diéu dc,

Cho rang: 'chwa dén minh'

Nhw nuoc nho tung giot,

Ro6i binh ciing day tran.

Ngueoi ngu chira ddy dc.

Do chdt chira dan dan." (Phdap Cii 121)

Va nguoi da lam ac, thoi cho doi 1a buon kho, sau mudn va
than khoc:

Hay:

"Nay sdu, doi sau sdu,

Ké dc, hai doi sau;

N6 sau, né wu néo,

Thdy nghiép ué minh lam." (Phdp Cii 15)



"Nay than, doi sau than,

Ké ac hai doi than,

NGO than: 'Ta lam ac!’

Doa coi dir, than hon." (Phap Cu 17)

Va do vay, Duc Phét khuyén ching ta hiy gap lam diéu
lanh, bo diéu ac:

"Hay gdp lam diéu lanh,

Ngdn tam lam diéu dc.

Ai chdm lam viéc lanh

Y wa thich viéc dc." (Phdp Cii 116)

Bao gio ciing vay, 101 khuyén cua Durc Phét 1a 101 khuyén
cua céac bac cha lanh (tir phu) mudn con chau lam lanh tranh
ac, va tin tudng rang con chau minh ¢6 thé 1am duoc khi da
chap nhan 1y thuyét nghiép bao, khi da phan biét duoc thién
va 4c khi di cuong quyét tranh xa khong lam diéu 4c, thoi
chung ta phai budce thém mot bude nita. Tranh diéu 4c chua
du, can phai 1am diéu lanh, can phai hanh dong lanh!

"Ché ché khinh diéu thién,

Cho rang: 'Chira dén minh',

Nhuw nuoc nho tung giot,

Réi binh ciing day tran.

Ngueoi tri chira dc”iy thién,

Do chat chira dan dan." (Phap Cii 122)

Va khi da lam lanh, da hanh dong thién, thoi cho doi 1a qua
lanh chochung ta:

"Khach lau ngay ly huong,

An toan tir xa vé,

Ba con cung than hitu,

Han hoan don chao mung." (Phap Cu 219)

Hay:

"Ciing vdy cdc phuoc nghiép,
Don chao nguoi lam lanh,



Poi ndy dén doi sau,
Nhuwe than nhan, don chao." (Phap Cu 220)

Va khi da lam lanh, da tao cac nghi€p hién thién, Ta c6
quyén thot 1én ndi niém sung suéng an vui sau day:

"Nay vui, doi sau vui,

Lam phwoc, hai doi vui !

NO vui, né an vui,

Thdy nghiép tinh minh lam." (Phdp Cii 16)

Hay:

"Nay suwong, doi sau sudng,

Lam phuoc, hai doi suong.

N6 suong: "Ta lam thién’,

Sanh coi lanh, suwong hon." (Phdap Cu 18)

Va muon cho ni€ém an vui ton tai lau dai, mudn nudi dudng
thién nghi¢p, nguoi Phat tr can hudng than nghiép, khau
nghiép, y nghiép vé cac viéc lanh:

"Bdc tri bao vé than

Bdo vé luon loi noi,

Bdo vé ca tam tu,

Ba nghiép khéo bao vé." (Phap Cu 234)

Hay:

"Loi noi dwoc thdn trong,

Tam tu khéo ho phong,

Thén ché lam diéu dc,

Hay giit ba nghiép tinh,

Chung dao Thanh nhan day." (Phap Cu 281)

Sau khi di chi day 1y thuyét vé hanh dong va néu rd con
ngudi lam cha nghiép ctia minh va chiu két qua cac hanh vi
thién 4c ctia minh, Ptrc Phat mudn cho con ngudi y thire 1&
rét béng con nguoi that sy hoan toan lam chd van ménh cua
minh, nén Ngai tuyén bd rd rang Ngai chi 1a Pao Su dén



dudng chi 16i, khong thé ciru rdi hogic lam thay cho ai, va
con nguoi phdi tuy chu lay minh, ty minh di trén con dudng
giai thoat:

"Néu nguoi theo dwong nay,

Pau khé dwoc doan tan,

Ta day nguoi con duong.

Voi tri, gai chuong diét.” (Phap Cu 275)

Hay:

"Nguwoi hay nhiét tinh lam,

Nhur Lai chi thuyét day,

Ngueoi hanh tri thién dinh,

Thodt tréi buéc Ac Ma." (Phdp Cii 276)

Va do vay con ngudi phai ty nwong tya minh, tu minh thap
dudc 1én ma di:

"Tw minh y chi minh,

Nao co y chi khac,

Nho khéo diéu phuc minh,

Duoc y chi kho dwoc.” (Phdap Cu 160)

Hay:

"Tw minh y chi minh,

Tw minh di dén minh.

Vay hay tw diéu phuc.

Nhue khdch budn ngwa hién." (Phap Cii 380)

Va khong c6 gi kho khin hon nguoi biét tu diéu phuc:
"Hay tw lam cho minh,
Nhu diéu minh dgy nguoi.
Khéo tu diéu, dieu nguoi,

Khé thay tw diéu phuc." (Phdp Cii 159)

Hay:



"Nguwoi tri thity dan nuée,

Ké lam tén ndn tén

Nguoi tho moc uén van.

Bdc tw diéu, diéu than." (Phdap Cii 145)

Chi c¢6 ngudi biét ty diéu, mai ty minh xay dung 1én hon
ddo, nudc lut khong c6 thé ngp tran:

"Né lyc, khéng phéng dat,

Tu diéu, khéo ché ngu,

Bac tri xay hon dao,

Nuoe lut kho ngdp tran." (Phap Cu 25)

Hay:

"Hay tw lam hon dao,

Tinh can gap sdng suot,
Trir cdu ué, thanh tinh,
Chang tré lai sanh gia." (Phdp Cii 238)

Va khi ty minh da xay dung néi hon dao, tw minh chién
thang minh, Puc Phat khong tiéc 10 tin than mot nguoi tu

chién thing nhu vay:

"Dau Thién Than, That Ba,
Dau Ma véi Pham Thién,

Khéng ai chién thang néi,

Nguwoi t thang nhie vay.” (Phdp Cii 105)

Hay:

"Ddu tai bdi chién truong,

Théng ngan ngan qudn dich,

T thing minh tot hon.

Thdt chién thdng téi thwong.” (Phdp Cii 103)

Con duong dao da mo rong thénh thang. Cac phap mon da
duoc glang day, va con nguoi tién dan trén 19 trinh giai
thodt giac ngod, da thdy rd hanh 16 nao can phai din budc,



giao 1y nao can phai hoc hoi, phap mon nao can phai hanh
tri:

"Ai dung cdc hanh lanh,

Lam xoa mo nghiép dc,

Choi sang ruc doi nay,

Nhu trang thodt mdy che." (Phap Cu 173)

Hay:

"Liy khéng gidn, thang gidn,

Ldy thién thang khong thién,

Ld'y thi thcfng xan tham,

Lay chon thang hw nguy." (Phdp Cii 320)

Con duong tu hanh mot khi da mo rong thoi hanh tu duge
trinh bay dudi nhiéu hinh thirc, dudi nhiéu sac thai:

"Ai chan dwoc phd~n no

Nhu dirng xe dang lan,

Ta goi nguoi danh xe,

Ké khdc, cam cuong ho." (Phdap Cii 222)

Pay 1a hanh nhan nhuc dugc tan duong:

"Ta nhw voi giita tran,

Hurng chiu cung tén roi.

Chiu dung moi phi bang,

Ac gidi rat nhiéu nguoi."” (Phdp Cii 320)

Hiéu kinh cha me, cling dugc tan than:

"Vui thay, hiéu kinh me,

Vui thay, hiéu kinh cha.

Vui thay, kinh Sa-mon

Vui thay, kinh Hién Thdanh." (Phdp Cii 332)

Hanh khong phong dat dugc dé cap dén rét nhiéu, vi co
hanh khong phong dat, mdi co thé bao vé tu than, méi siéng
nang tinh can, méi c6 thé dan than trén con dudng giai
thoat:



Hay:

Va véi mot sd bai ké lién tiép, Ngai truc tiép nhén nha cac
dé tir Gotama, tirc 1 cac dé tir cia Ngai, nhiing 16i day thiét
thyuc, di dén tam, thay d6i han doi séng thudng nhat bén
ngoai, mot khi minh y thirc dugc minh la d¢ tur cua Birc
Phat, tac 1a minh phai nghe nhiing 161 day cua vi Bon su cua
dé tu sira minh, dé ty xtmg d4ng 1a dé tir ciia mot bac

minh,

"4i song tride budng lung,

Sau song khong phéng dat,

Choi sang ruc doi nay,

Nhu trang thoat may che." (Phap Cu 172)

"Hay vui khong phong dat,

Khéo phong ho tam y.

Keéo minh khoi ac dao,

Nhue voi bi sa lay." (Phap Cii 327)

giac ngd, giai thoat:

Hay:

Hay:

Hoac:

"Pé tir Gotama!

Luén luon tu tinh giac,

Vo ludgn ngay hay dém,

Y vui niém bat hai."” (Phdap Cii 300)

"Bé tir Gotama!

Luén luon tu tinh giac,

Vo luan ngay hay dem,

Thuong niém twong sdc than." (Phdp Cii 295)

"Bé tur Gotama!

Luon luon ty tinh gidc,

Vo luan ngay hay déem,

Thuong tuwong niém Phdt Pa!" (Phap Cu 296)



Hoac:

Hoac:

"Pé tir Gotama!

Luén luon tu tinh giac,

Vo lugn ngay hay dém,

Thuong tuwong niém Chanh Phap." (Phap Cu
297)

"Bé tur Gotama!

Luon luon ty tinh gidc,

Vo luan ngay hay déem,

Thuong tuong niém Tang gia." (Phap Cu 298)

"Pé tir Gotama!

Luon luon ty tinh gidc,

Vo ludn ngay hay dem,

Y vui tu thién quan!" (Phéap Cii 301)

Céc hanh tu that rat nhiéu, cdc phap mon rat 1a khac biét,
nhung khong mét hanh tu va phap moén nao ra khoi Gioi
Binh Tug, huong di tuan tu duy nhit dua dén giai thoat,
hanh tu lién hé h twong dua dén giac ngo:

"Sing sdng tham xét kp,

Bdc co tri tan than,

Bdc tri khong ty vét,

Pay di Gi6i Pinh Tué." (Phdp Cii 229)

Trudce hét, ndi ve Gidi va Pinh song tu!

Hay:

"Ddu song mot tram nam,

Ac gidi, khong thién dinh,

T6t hon séng mot ngay,

Tri gidi, tu thién dinh." (Phdp Cii 110)

"Ngueoi hang tu thién dinh,
Thuwong kién tri tinh tan,



Bdc tri huong Niét Ban.
Ach an tinh, vé thuong." (Phap Cu 23)

Tur dinh, nguoi tu tién dan dén tri tué:

Hay:

Nhung that su, thién dinh va tri tué khong bao gio roi nhau:

Hay:

Hoac:

"Ciing vdy giita quan sanh,

Ué nhiém, mi, pham tuc.

Dé tir bdc Chanh gidc,

Sang ngoi voi Tué Tri." (Phap Cu 59)

"Hdy nhin nhu bot nuoc,

Hdy nhin nhuw canh huyén,

Quan nhin doi nhu vady,

Than chét khéng bat gap." (Phdp Cii 170)

"Khong tri tué, khong thién,

Khéng thién, khong tri tué.

Nguoi ¢é thién, cé tué,

Nhdt dinh gan Niét Ban." (Phdp Cii 372)

"Tu thién tri tué sanh,

Bo thién, tri tué diét;

Biét con dwong hai nga,

Puea dén hiru, phi hitu,

Hay tw minh né luc,

Khién tri tué tang trwcng."” (Phdp Cii 282)

"4i song mot tram nam

Ac tué, khong thién dinh,

Tét hon song mot ngay,

C6 tué, tu thién dinh!" (Phéap Cii 111)



Va con duong Gidi Pinh Tué cudi cing ciing dan khach it
hanh dan than trén dao 16 giai thoat, tién dan dén Niét ban,
dich ctru canh ctia moi con dudng, mdt trang thai an lanh
giai thoat cho doi nguoi 1t hanh:

"Hay cau vui Niét Ban,

Bo duc khong so hitu,

Ké tri tw rita sach,

Cdu ué tir néi tam." (Phdp Cii 88)

Hay:

"Nhitng nguoi thuong gidc tinh,

Ngay dém siéng tu hoc,

Chuyén tam hweéng Niét Ban,

Moi ldu hoac duoc tiéu." (Phap Cu 226)

Hoac:

"Déi an, bénh toi thuong

Cdc hanh, khé téi thwong.

Hiéu nhu thuce la vay,

Niét Ban, lac toi thwong." (Phdp Cii 203)

Hoac:

"Khéng bénh, lgi toi thirong!

Biét du, tién t6i thuwong!

Thanh tin déi véi nhau,

La ba con toi thuwong.

Niét Ban, la téi thwong." (Phdp Cii 204)

Chung ta da dugc Buc Phat khuyén nén bé ac lam lanh, nén
tin & hanh dong va ty nhan minh la chu nhan cta nghiép.
Ngai lai day cho chung ta, con duong Gidi Dinh Tué dua
dén Niét Ban, muc dich cudi ciing ctia su tu hanh giai thoat.
Nhung Pirc Phat ciing khéng quén nhan manh viao mot vai
dic diém cua dao Phat, su sai khac gitra nguoi tri va nguoi
ngu, gia tri cia Chanh phap do dic Phat tuyén thuyét, va su
sung sudng cta nhitng vi da thAm nhuan diéu phap! Pao



Phat 1a dao i tri v6i vo minh tirc 14 déi tri voi ké ngu, nén
tap Phap Cl nay dé danh tron mot pham dé dé cap dén hang
nguoi nay.

Trudc hét, nguoi ngu 1a nguoi chiu dau kho nhiéu nhat, chiu
luan hoi sanh tir dai nhat:

"Dém dai cho ke thirc

Duong dai cho ke mét,

Ludn hoi dai, ké ngu

Khéng biét chon diéu phdp.” (Phdp Cii 60)

Hay:

"Nguwoi ngu nghi la ngot

Khi dc chwa chin muoi;

Ac nghiép chin muéi roi,.

Nguwoi ngu chiu khé dau.” (Phéap Cii 69)

Hoac:

"Nghiép dc da dwoc lam,

Nhuw stta chwa dong ngay.

Chay ngam theo ké ngu,

Nhu lvea tro che ddy." (Phap Cu 71)

Vi la ngu si thiéu tri, ngudi ngu c¢6 nhitng hanh vi sai trai,
nhirng tham muon khong tot dep nhat 1a vé an uong:

"Nguoi wa ngu, an lon,

Nam lan léc qua lai,

Chang khdc heo no bung,

Ké ngu nhdp thai mai." (Phap Cu 325)

Tiép dén 12 ngudi ngu tham gidu sang;

"Tai san hai nguoi ngu,

Khong nguoi tim, bo kia.

Ké ngu vi tham giau,

Hai minh va hai nguoi." (Phap Cu 355)



Dén khi danh loi dén v6i ké ngu, that 1a dai bat hanh cho ké
vO tri ay, vi ké ngu tham danh nhiéu chung nao cang gap
nhiéu nguy hiém:

"Tw né chiu bat hanh,

Khi danh dén ké ngu

Vin may bi t6n hai,

Pau né bi ndt tan!" (Phap Cii 72)

Vi la ngu si vo tri, khong biét phan bi¢t chanh, ta, chon,
nguy, nén ké ngu hay lya chon nhitng phap mén sai lam dé
hanh tri, va that sy khong gi la néu ké ngu thuong chon céc
khé hanh dé tu tri:

"Ke ngu co ich gi,

Bén toc voi da dé.

Noi tdm toan phién ndo,

Ngoai mat danh bong suong." (Phap Cu 394)

Chinh ké ngu, vi ngu si miét thi gido phap bac A La Han, va
do vay chiu sy hoai diét:

"Ké ngu si miét thi,

Giao phap bdc La Han,

Bac Thanh, bac Chdanh mang.

Chinh do dc kién nay,

Nhuw qua loai cdy lau,

Mang qua tw hogi diét." (Phap Cu 164)

Va cling vi ngu si, ké v6 tri lam hai cac nguoi hién thién va
hai nguoi khong dén dau, trd lai minh bi hai, nhu nguogc gio
tung bui:

"Hai nguoi khong ac tam,

Ngueoi thanh tinh, khéng ué,

Toi ac dén ké ngu,

Nhu nguoc gio tung bui!" (Phap Cu 125)

Ké ngu si, vi thiéu hiéu biét, nén da bién ty nga thanh ké thu
v61 chinh minh:



"Nguwoi ngu si, thiéu tri,

Tuw ngd thanh ké thu.

Lam cdc nghiép khong thién,

Phdi chiu qud dang cay." (Phdp Cii 66)

Va ciing vi khong hiéu tu ngd, ké ngu cang chit chira sy wu
ndo lén tu than:

"Con t0i, tai san toi,

Nguoi ngu sanh wu ndo.

Tu ta, ta khong co,

Con ddu, tai san dau?" (Phap Cu 62)

Va that khong gi nguy hiém bang, khi ngudi ngu tuéng rang
minh ¢ tri:

"Nguwoi ngu nghi minh ngu,

Nho vay thanh co tri.

Nguoi ngu tuong co tri,

That xung goi chi ngu!" (Phap Cu 63)

Va ciling vi ngu si, nén dau co6 song tron doi voi ké tri, nguoi
ngu ciling khong san sé dugc két qua tot lanh khi than can ké

tri:

"Nguwoi ngu, dau tron doi,

Than can nguoi co tri,

Khéng biét diege Chanh phdp,

Nhur mudng véi vi canh.” (Phap Cii 64)

Va ching ta khong lay 1am la, khi Dtrc Pht khuyén ching
ta nén song mdt minh c6 ddc, con hon la ban vdi ké ngu:

"Tét hon séng mot minh,

Khéng nguwoi ngu két ban,

Doc thdn khong ac hanh,

Sé'ng Vo twr vo i,

Nhue voi séng rieng voi.” (Phdp Cii 330)

Hay:



"Tim khong dwoc ban duong,

Hon minh hay bcﬁng minh,

Tha quyét séng mot minh,

Khong ban be ké ngu." (Phap Cu 61)

Dbi dién v6i ké ngu 12 bac tri va ca mot pham dé danh noi
dén bac tri (Pandita) trong by Kinh Phap Cu, va chung ta s&
thay that khong de gi duoc gap bac hién tri, va chd nao bac
hién tri sanh, chd 4y duoc an lac:

"Kho gap bdc Thanh nhan,

Khong phdi ddu ciing co.

Ché nao bdc tri sanh,

Gia dinh tat an lac." (Phdp Cii 193)

Nguoi tri dugce vi nhu con ngya phi nude dai, bdé sau con
ngua yéu hén kém dé néu rd hanh tinh can cta ngudi tri
gilta cac nguoi phong dat, va su tinh thue ciia nguoi tri gitra
quan mé:

"Tinh can gitta phdng ddt,

Tinh thirc giiva quan mé.

Ngueoi tri nhw nguwa phi,

Bo sau con ngua hen." (Phap Cu 29)

Ké tri thdy rd can phai nhiép phuc tu than:

"Nguoi tri thuy dén nuée,

Ké lam tén nan tén, N

Ngueoi tho méc uén go,

Bdc tri nhiép tw than." (Phdp Cii 80)

Va sau day 1a hanh cia nguoi tri gitra khen ché ¢ doi:

"Nhu tang dd kién co,

Khong gio nao lay dong,

Ciing vy gitra khen ché,

Nguoi tri khong giao dong." (Phap Cu 81)



No6i cho r6 hon, nguoi tri co6 mot lya chon dut khoat gitra
thién va bat thién:

"Ké tri bo phap den,

Tu tdp theo phdp tring,

B6 nha séng khéng nha

Séng vién ly, khé lac." (Phap Cii 87)

Va dung trude lac khod ¢ doi, nguoi hién tri khong cam thay
vui budn:

"Nguwoi hién bé tdt cd,

Nguoi lanh khong ban duc,

Dau cam tho lac khé,

Bc tri khéng vui buén." (Phdp Cii 83)

Va nguoi tri chi gido hod nguoi khac, khi ty minh da c6 moét
vi tri thich dang:

"Trude hét tw dat minh,

Vao nhitng gi thich dang,

Sau mai gido hoa nguoi,

Nguwoi tri khéi bi nhiém." (Phdp Cii 158)

Sau day la mé} hinh anh that linh ddng, that tuyét diéu dién
ta nguoi tri thang ma quan nhu con chim thién nga bay liéng
gitra hu khong:

"Nhuw chim thién nga bay,

Than théng liéng giita troi,

Chién thang ma, ma quan,

Ké tri thoat doi nay." (Phap Cu 175)

Nguoi tri da sang subt, da c6 hanh tuyét diéu nhu vay, nén
Dbuc Phat khuyén chiing ta nén than can ké tri hon ban be ké
ngu:

"Cho than voi ban dc,
Chd than ke tieu nhan.



Hay than nguoi ban lanh,
Hay than bdc thuwong nhan." (Phdp Cu 78)

Hay:

"Khéng gdp ban hién tri,

Padng song chung hanh lanh

Nhu vua bo nuoce bai;

Héy song riéng cé doc,

Nhur voi séng rieng voi.” (Phdap Cii 329)

Do vay:

"Bdc hién si, tri tué,

Bdc nghe nhiéu, tri gidi,

Bdc tu ché, thénh nhan.

Hay gan giii, thdn cdn,

Thién nhan, tri gia ny,

Nhu trang theo dwong sao." (Phap Cu 208)

Vi nguoi tri:

"Nguoi tri, dau mot khac,

Than cdn nguoi co tri,

Biét ngay chan diéu phap,

Nhu luéi ném vi canh.” (Phdp Cii 65)

Va mubn cho chung ta c6 mot nhan xét va mot phan biét rd
rang giira ngudi tri va ngudi ngu, Pic Phat da ding mot s6
bai ké trong Kinh Phap Ct dé chung ta thiy 16 rang giita
nguoi tri va nguoi ngu:

"Keo kiét khong sanh thién,

Ké ngu ghét bo thi,

Ngueoi tri thich bo thi,

Doi sau, dwoc huong lac.” (Phap Cu 177)

Mot bén séng phong tiing, mot bén séng khong phong dat:

"Chuing ngu si thiéu tr,
Chuyén song doi phong dat,



Nguweoi tri, khong phong dat,
Nhu giit tai san quy." (Phap Cu 26)

K¢ tri va ngudi ngu nhin doi c6 khac nhau:

"Hay dén nhin doi nay,

Nhur xe vua long 1y,

Nguwoi ngu méi tham dam,

Ké tri nao dam say." (Phdap Cii 171)

Do vay chung song véi nguoi ngu, chung song voi ngudi tri
1a ca mot sy mau thuan thai cuec.

"Chung séng véi ngieoi ngu,

Léu dai bi lo buon,

Khé thay gan nguoi ngu,

Nhur thuong song ké thi,

Vui thay gan nguoi tri,

Nhur chung séng ba con.” (Phdp Cii 207)

Va vi hai nép song khac nhau nhu vay, nén bac hién tri c6
cai nhin rat dac biét, rat sai khac doi véi ké ngu si vo tri.

"Nguoi tri dep phong dat.

Voi hanh khong phong dat,

Leo lau cao tri tué.

Khéng sau nhin khé sdu.

Bdc tri ding nui cao,

Nhin ké ngu, dat bang." (Phdp Cii 28)

Nguoi mudn di trén con dudng gidc ngd giai thoat, can phai
hoc hoi tim Chanh Phap va nhu v@y chanh phap gitr mot vai
tro rat quan trong trong trach nhiém huéng dan quan sanh.
Chuing ta nh¢ lai 161 can dén cta Ptrc Phat trong kinh Pai
Bat Niét Ban:

--"Nay Ananda, hay tw minh la ngon deén cho
chinh minh, hdy tw minh y twa chinh minh,
cho'y twa nguwoi khdac. Dung chanh phap lam
ngon dén, diing chdanh phdp lam ché twa."



Vado

vy dtrc Phat dd dung rat nhiéu cau ké dé tan than

Di¢u Phap:

Hay:

Hoac:

"Nhitng ai hanh tri Phap,

Theo chanh phap kho day,

Sé dén bo bén kia,

Vieot ma lyc kho thoat." (Phap Cu 86)

"Vi ty kheo thich Phap,

Mén Phdp suy tw Phdp,

Tam tw niém chanh phap,

Sé khong roi Chanh phap." (Phap Cu 364)

"Nhir hé miede sau tham,

Trong sdang khéong khudy duc,

Ciing vay, nghe Chanh Phap,

Ngueoi tri huong tinh lac.” (Phap Cu 82)

Chanh phap 13 con dudng huéng dan ngudi tu hanh. Day la
nhitng gido Iy cdn ban clia dao Phat duoc tom tat gon ghé
sau day:

Hay:

"Tém nganh, dwong thit thing,

Bén cdu, Iy thii thing,

Ly tham, phdp thii thdng,

Gitra cac loai hai chan,

Phdp nhén, nguwoi thir thang." (Phdap Cii 273)

"Duong ndy, khong duong khac,

Duea den kiép thanh tinh.

Néu ngueoi theo dwong nay,

Ma qudn sé mé logn." (Phap Cu 274)

Va tiép theo 12 mot sb cau ké tan than loi ich nghe dugc
Chanh phap:



Hay:

Hay:

Hoac:

"Ai sdng mot tram nam,

Khéng thay Phap toi thwong,

T6t hon song mot ngay,

Thdy dwoc Phdp t6i thuwong."” (Phdap Cii 115)

"4i song mot tram nam,

Khéng thdy cdu bt tir.

Tét hon song mot ngay,

Thdy dwoc cdu bat tir." (Phdp Cii 114)

"4i song mot tram nam,

Khéng thdy phdp sanh diét,

T6t hon séng mot ngay,

Thdy dwoc phdp sanh diét.” (Phdp Cii 113)

Dadu néi ngan ngan loi

Nhung khong gi loi ich,

Té6t hon néi mot cau,

Nghe xong dwoc tinh lac.” (Phap Cu 101)

Va ciing dé phéc nh¢ cdc dé tir chd c6 quén hanh tri Phap,
vi Phép la dé hanh tri chd khong phai dé no6i suéng, vai bai
ké sau nay, dirc Phat canh gidc chung ta:

"Khéng phdi vi néi nhiéu,

Moi xung danh tri Phap.

Nhitng ai tuy nghe it,

Nhung than hanh dung Phap.

Khong phong tung Chanh phap.

Moi xung danh tri Phap." (Phap Cu 259)

Va cubi cing 1a mot 101 tan than phap dé két thuc doan tan
duong Chéanh phéap:



Cau ké nay cling noi 1én y niém lac quan yé€u doi cua dao
Phat, mot Pao van ludn ludn bi hiéu 1am 1a chan doi va yém
thé. Vi lam sao ngudi Phat tir c6 thé chan doi, ghét doi duge
khi dugc Chanh Phap dem lai cho phap hy, nhu da dugc

"Phép thi, thang moi thi,

Phap vi, thd'ng moi vi,

Phap hy, thing moi hy,

Ai diét, thang moi khé." (Phdp Cii 354)

khéo dién ta trong bai ké sau day:

Hay:

Hoac:

Hay:

Hay:

"Vui thay, gia co gioi!

Vui thay, tin an tru!

Vui thay, dwoc tri tug!

Vui thay, dac khong lam!" (Phap Cu 333)

"Vui thay, ban hic can,
Vui thay, song biét dii!
Vui thay, chét ¢é dirc!
Vui thay, moi khé doan!" (Phdp Cii 331)

"Vui thay, chiing ta song,

Khong han, gitta han thu!

Giita nhitng nguoi thu han,

Ta song, khéng han thi!" (Phdp Cii 197)

"Vui thay, chiing ta song,

Khéng bénh giita om dau!

Giita nhitng nguoi bénh hoan,

Ta song, khong om dau!" (Phdap Cii 198)

Vui thay, chiing ta song,
Khong ron giita ron rang!



Giita nhitng nguoi ron rang,
Ta song, khong ron rang!" (Phap Cu 199)

Hoac:

"Vui thay, chiing ta song,

Khong gi goi cua Ta,

Ta sé huong hy lac,

Nhuwe chw Thién Quang Am!" (Phap Cii 200)

Cuing trong Kinh Phap Cu nay, chung ta dugc chimg kién
mot sO phuong phap dic Phat da dung dé thuyet phap. O
day hai phuong phap duoc ding ndi bat nhét, tirc 1a phuwong
phap dinh nghia va phuong phép dung cac vi du.

Khi Dao Phét ra doi va khi dire Phat bét dau thuyét phap
hanh dao, Ngai da gap phal mot s6 rat dong cac bac Pao su
khac, nhu Lyc su ngoai dao, rat nhidu doan thé glao pha1
khéc bi€t nhu céc du singoai dao, ta mang ngoai dao, gido
phai tho lira, tho ran v.v... Mdi bac Pao su déu c6 chiung dé
tur riéng biét, co gido 1y riéng biét, co6 phuwong phap tu hanh
riéng biét, c6 doan thé riéng bi¢t, nén mot mat duc Phat
dung nhung dinh nghia that chinh x4c va rd rét dé néi 1én
phan gido ly phap moén cua minh, sai khac v6i ngoai dao
nhu thé nao; mot miat khac,dirc Phat phai tim hiéu that chinh
xac gido ly va phuong phap tu hanh cua céc giao phai ngoai
dao nhu thé nao, va véi nhitng danh tir cac ngoai dao
thuong dung, dirc Phat dem vao nhiing dinh nghia that méi
mé, that chinh xac, phu hgp véi 1ap truong gido 1y va phap
mon cia minh.

Dbi voi danh tir Muni, 4n si, ma ching ta thudng ding dé
goi dic Phat Thich Ca Mau Ni (Sakyamuni), dirc Phat dinh
nghia nhu sau:

"Tir bo cac ac phap,

MGi thdt hiéu an si;

Ai thét hiéu hai doi,

Méi dwoc goi dn si." (Phdp Cii 269)



Muni c6 nghia 1a im lang, nhung im lang nhu ngu si dau
duoc goi 14 an si. Mau Ni phai 1 nguoi c6 tri, biét do luong
can nhic phai trai:

"Im lang nhung ngu si.

Dadu duoc goi an si!

Nhu nguoi cam can can,

Bc tri chon diéu lanh. (268)

Vi danh tir Samara dich &m 1a Sa-mon, dirc Phét giai thich
rat ro rang:
”Bﬁu troc, khong Sa mon
Néu phong tung, noi ldo.
Ai con day duc tham,
Sao dwoc goi Sa mon?" (Phap Cu 264)
V61 dao Phat, Sa mon phai c6 nghia la lam léng diu cac ac
phap:
"Ai lcfng diu hoan toan,
Cac ,diéu ac lon nho,
Vi lang diu dc phap,
Duoc goi la Sa mon." (Phap Cu 265)
Va chi trong mét bai ké, dirc Phét dé dinh nghia Pham Chi,
Sa moén va xuat gia:
"Durt dc goi Pham Chi,
Tinh hanh goi Sa mén,

Tuw minh xudt cd:u ue,
Nén goi bdc xudat gia." (Phap Cu 388)

Riéng danh tur Hjén Thanh, ding dé chi cac bac da chimg
dugc bon dao, bon qua, dirc Phat c6 nhitng nhan dinh rat rd
rang:

"Con sat hai sinh ‘linh
Dau dwoc goi Hién Thanh!



Khong hai moi ht?u tinh,
MGoi duoc goi Hién Thanh!" (Phap Cu 270)

Hay:

"Khéng phdi vi néi nhiéu,

Moi xueng danh bac Tri!

An 6n khéng oadn so,

That dang goi bac Tri!" (Phap Cu 258)

Ptic Phat dung ca mot pham dé dé cap dén danh tir Ba-la-
mon. Chiing ta da thay rd, dbi twong manh mé nhat chong
d6i dtrc Phat va dao Phat van 1a cac vi Ba-la-mon. Nhimg vi
tri nay da tao thanh mot g1a1 cap thong tri, ngy tri va chi
phéi trén xa hoi An do, voi ba tap Veda xem nhu 1a Thanh
kinh, v&i phap mén té tu, xem nhu 13 phuong phap doc nhét
dé loai nguoi cham durt dau kho, va véi giai cap khac phai
phuc vu cho giai cap nay. Puc Phét da khéo thay thé ba tap
Veda voi Kinh tang, Luat tang va Luén tang, da bac bo phap
mon té ty v6i 37 pham tro dao va chi chap nhan nhiing vi du
hanh dirc tri dirc méi 13 giai cap t6i thuong. Véi nhing dinh
nghia trén, Dic Phat da dat lai vi tri giai cép cua Ba-la-mon
va ding ca mot pham dé noi dé noi dén hang nguoi nay.

Duéi con mit dirc Phat, Ba-la-mon phai nhu sau:

"Nguoi khong con tham di,

Co tri, khong nghi hodc,

Thé nhdp vao bt tit,

Ta goi Ba-la-mon!" (Phap Cu 411)

Hay:
"Nhu nuoc trén la sen.
Nhuw hot cai dau k~1m
Nguwoi khong nhiém di duc,
Ta goi Ba-la-moén!" (Phap Cu 401)

Hay:



"Than thién giita thu dich,

On hoa gitta hung hing,

Khéng nhiém giiva, nhiém truéc,
Ta goi Ba-la-mon!" (Phap Cu 406)

Hoac:

"Ai qua, hién, vi lai,

Khong mot so hitu gi,

Khéng s¢ hitu, khéng nam,

Ta goi Ba-la-mon!" (Phap Cu 421)

Hoac:

"Bo troi bugc loai nguoi,

Vot troi budc coi troi,

Giai thodt moi buoc rang,

Ta goi Ba-la-moén!" (Phap Cu 417)

Hoac:

"Ta khong goi Pham chi,

Vi cha sanh, me sanh,

Chi duoc goz tén suong,

Néu tam con phién ndo,

Khéng phién néo chdp trude,

Ta goi Ba-la-mon!" (Phap Cu 396)

Hay:

"Tu thién, trii ly tran,

Phan su xong, vo ldu,

Pat dwoc dich toi thuwong,

Ta goi Ba-la-moén!" (Phap Cu 386)

Vi dinh nghia trén, chung ta théy mat vi Ba-la-mon nao cé
khac gi mot Phat tir tai gia hay xudt gia dang budc dan trén
con dudng giai thoat va giac ngd, sdng mot nép sdng khong
khéc gi cac d¢ tr Phat, hanh tri cac phdp mon khong co xa
la v&i 37 phép trg dao, va dat dén nhiing qua vi khong sai



khac voi qua vi bac Hién Thanh. Nhu vay, phap mon dirc
Phat chon lya ¢ day la mot chién luge dinh nghia, va mot
khi @i phuong da chap nhan nhiing dinh nghia nay, thoi da
c6 mot sy hoa dong trén muc dich ciru canh cling nhu trén
phuong phép hanh tri. Vi Ba-la-mo6n cua Ba-la-mon gido,
khi da chép nhén dinh nghia cia Sa Mon Gotama, da duong
nhién trd thanh nhirng Ba-la-mon Phat tu.

Riéng dbi voi nhitng danh tur ty kheo, dirc Phét cling dung
nhiing danh tr chinh xac dé loai bo nhing ty kheo gia hiéu
va dé néu 1én céc vi ty kheo chan chanh:

"Ai vieot qua thién dc,

Chuyén song doi Pham hanh,

Séng tham sat ¢ doi,

Moi xung danh Ty-kheo." (Phap Cu 267)

Hay:

"Nguwoi ché ngu tay chan,

Ché ngu loi va dau,

Vui thich ndi thién dinh

Péc than, biét vira du.

That xung goi Ty-kheo!" (Phdp Cu 362)

Hoac:

"Chi khat thuc nho nguoi,

Dau phai la Ty-kheo!

Phai theo phap toan dién,

Khdt si khong, khéng di." (Phdp Cii 266)

Va cudi cung dé dé cao cac vi A-la-han va chu Phat Nhu
Lai, dtrc Phat dung mét s6 bai ké dién ta hinh anh giai thoat
va giac ngd cua cac ngai. Hanh sdng cta vi A-la-han dugc
dién dat nhu sau:

"Lang mac hay rung nuii,
Thung liing hay doi cao,



La,—hc:in trii ché nao,
Dat ay that kha ai.” (Phap Cu 98)

Hay:

"Dich da dén, khéng sdu,

Gidi thoat ngoai tat ca,

Doan trir moi buoc rang,

Vi dy khéng nhiét ndo." (Phap Cii 90)

Hay:

"Nguwoi tdm y an tinh,

Loi an, nghiép ciing an,

Chanh tri chon giai thodt,

Tinh lac la vi dy." (Phdp Cii 96)

Hoac:

"Bo phd~n no, ly man,

Vuot qua moi kiét sir,

Khéng chdp trude danh sdc.

Kho khéng theo vé san”. (Phéap Cii 221)

Va ddi voi cac dirc Phat Nhu Lai, hinh anh cac ngai dugc
dien t4 that sang ngoi va thanh thoat:

"Mat troi sang ban ngay,

Mat trang sang ban dém.

Khi gioi sang Sat Iy,

Thién dinh sang Pham chi,

Con hao quang dvrc Phat,

Chiéu sdng ca ngay dém!" (Phdp Cii 387)

Hay:

"Ai giai toa luoi tham,

Ai phwoc hét dit dan,

Phat gioi rong ménh mong,

Ai dung chdan theo doi,

Bdc khéng dé dau tich!" (Phdp Cii 180)



Mot phuong phap nira, dirc Phat dung rat biét tai trong tap
Phap ct 1a st dung céc vi du rat linh dong va chinh xac.

Trude hét, cac vi du xéac chung diéu dtrc Phat vira noi, nhiéu
khi lai giai thich thém cho cin k& hon, va diém dic biét 1a
goi 1én nhing hinh anh linh dong va chinh xac dé goi cam
cho nguoi nghe, va dirc Phat that sy da thanh cong trong
ngh¢ thuat dung vi du nay. Cac vi du ngai dung that vo cung
phong phu va khac biét. Riéng Kinh Phap Ct gom 423 bai
ké nay da cé dén 86 vi dy, va nhu vay 12 mdi nim cau ké 1a
¢6 it nhat mot vi du. Va cac vi dy, Ngai ding vira phong pha
linh dong, chinh xac va glan di, vira trong sang, hudng
thuong, hién thién va giai thoat. TAt ca nhiing sic thai nay,
nhitng hinh anh nay khong nhiing dem lai gia tri van
chuong cho tac pham kinh Phap Cu, hon nita chinh cac hinh
anh do cac vi du xay dung 1é€n, da dem lai cho ngudi doc
cling nhu cho nguoi nghe nhitng cdm hing, nhitng cam gidc
dot xuét va dot bién, hon nhién va trong sang, thanh thoat va
hién thién, lam ndi bat gia tri tac phém nay.

Trudce hét 1a dic tinh xac thuc va phong phu cua nhiing vi
du dirc Phat dung. Dién ta ké wa ngii, an nhiéu, ndm lan l6c
qua lai, dtrc Phat dung hinh anh con heo no bung:

"Nguoi wa ngu an lon,

Nam lan léc qua lai,

Chang khdc heo no bung,

Ké ngu, nhdp thai mai." (Phap Cu 325)

Dién ta ai duc troi budc nguoi ddm say, dirc Phat dung
nhitng vi du nhu cdy leo xiét cay Tala, nhu nhén sa ludi dét,
nhu thé dai sa ludi, nhu cdy chua chat dit ré, that 1a chinh
xac va thiét thue:

"Phd giéi qud tram trong

Nhu cay leo bam cay [6]

Gieo hai cho tw than,

Nhu ké thu mong woc." (Phap Cu 162)

Hay:



"Nguwoi dam say di duc,

T lao minh xuéng dong,

Nhw nhén sa ludi dét

Ngueoi tri cdt trie né

B6 moi khé khéng mang." (Phédp Cii 347)

Hoac:

"Ngueoi song doi phong dat,

Ai tang nhu cay leo,

Nhay doi nay, doi khac,

Nhu vieon tham qua rung." (Phap Cu 334)

Ta ai duc, dung hinh anh cay leo, leo tir canh nay qua canh
khéc, lai dung hinh anh con vuon, nhdy tir cdy nay qua cay
khac, that 1a qua tuyét di¢u, ca hai hinh anh c6 dong trong
mot bai ké 4 cau, 5 chir.

"Nguoi bi ai bugc rang,

Vung vay va hoang so,

Nhuw tho bi sa luoi.

Do vay vi Ty kheo,

Mong cau minh ly tham

Nén nhiép phuc di duc.” (Phdp Cii 343)

Céc vi du dtrc Phat dung, vira xac thuc lai vira gian di co
dong, cho nén cac hinh anh dirc Phat dung thét stc tich, that
goi cam. Nhu ndi dén con ngudi dan dan tién dén gia roi
chét, dirc Phat vi du nguoi chan bo véi cay gdy lua dan bo
ra bai co, gia va chét lua nguoi di dén mang chung:

"Véi gay nguwoi chan bo,

Lua bo ra bdi co.

Ciing vdy, gia va chét

Liia nguwoi dén mang chung." (Phdp Cii 135)

N6i dén ac nghiép ngudi ngu 1am, trd lai nghién nat ngudi
ngu, dic Phat dung mot hinh anh that 1a c6 dong nhung
cling that tio bao, hinh anh ngoc kim cuong nghién nét cac
loai chau bau:



"Diéu dc tw minh lam,

Tw minh sanh , minh tqo,

Nghién nat ké ngu si.

Nhu kim cuong, ngoc bau." (Phdp Cu 161)

Trong nhiéu vi du, chung ta cling nhan thay dtrc Phat cling
1a m6t nha ngh¢ si tai ba, nhiing hinh anh Ngai dung c6 thé
lam cho nhi€u nha ngh¢ si phai lac dau than phuc.

Khuyén khich gan giii nwong twa bac Hién Thanh, dtrc Phat
dung hinh 4nh mat trang noi theo, budc theo con duong cua
ngan sao, con dudng ciia giai ngan ha dat duong chi 18i cho
muon loai:

"Béc hién si, tri tué,

Bdc nghe nhiéu, tri gidi,

Bdc tw ché, thanh nhan.

Hay gan gili, thdn cdn,

Thién nhan, tri gid dy,

Nhuw trang theo dwong sao." (Phdap Cu 208)

Dién ta ké tri giai thoat khoi doi nay, dirc Phat phac hoa
hinh anh con thi€n nga bay liéng gilta hu khéng, vugt 1én
trén nhiing canh xau xa ciia cudc doi, chién thing doan ma
quan bao tan hung ac:

"Nhuw chim thién nga bay,

Than théng liéng giita troi,

Chién thang ma, ma quan,

Ké tri thoat doi nay." (Phap Cu 175)

Hinh anh hoa sen thom dep y nguoi nd [én trén dbng rac
nhép nhia goi y cho chung ta thiy 13, trong cudc doi day 6
trugc, van c6 nhitng bac chi thién ding 1én trén, vuon 1én
trén, sang choi va thom dep:

"Nhi giita dong rdc nhop,

Quang bo trén duong lon,

Ché ay hoa sen nd,

Thom sach, dep y nguoi." (Phap Cu 58)



That lghéng ¢0 hinh anh nao Vlil'a dep dé&, vura hudng thuong,
vira dé cao gia tri con ngudi bang hinh anh nhe nhang thanh
thoat nhu vi du hoa sen nay!

Mot trong nhiing hinh dnh dic Phat thuong dung dé néi lén
161 day cua minh, tirc 1a hinh anh trong sang, choi sang cua
cac vi du, vi 101 day ctia Ngai bao gio cting lam choéi sang,
bing sang, ryc sang, tim tanh hién thién ctia con nguoi:

"Ai dung cac hanh lanh,

Lam xoa mo nghiép ac,

Choi sang ruc doi nay,

Nhu trang thoat mdy che." (Phap Cu 173)

Hay:

"4i song tride budng lung,

Sau séng khéng phéng dat

Choi sang ruc doi nay,

Nhu trang thoat may che." (Phap Cu 172)

Hoac:

"Ty kheo tuy tudi nho,

Siéng tu gidao phap Phdt,

Soi sdng thé gian nay,

Nhuw trang thoat khoi may." (Phap Cu 382)

Hinh anh céac vi du duc Phat dung 1a nhitng hinh dnh céi mo
giai thoat, phan anh trung thuc gido 1y huéng thuong, giai
thoat, gidc ngd cua Ngai.

Sau day 1a hinh anh mot vi tu st khong c6 nha cira chua
chién, cu x4 riéng tu, nhu con ngdng troi, rdi bo ho ao, bay
liéng gifra hu khong:

"Ty sach tan, chanh niém,

Khong thich cw xd nao,

Nhu ngong troi roi ao,

B6 sau moi trii an." (Phdp Cii 91)



Hay:

"Tai san khong chat chira,

An uéng biét liéu tri,

Ty tai trong hanh xu,

Khong, vo twong, gidi thoat

Nhu chim gitra hu khong,

Huong chung di, kho tim." (Phap Cu 92)

Hoac:

"Ai lqu hodc doan sach

An uong khéng tham déim,

Tu tai trong hanh xu,

Khong, vo twong, giai thodt

Nhuw chim gitra hw khong,

Dau chan thdt khé tim." (Phdap Cii 93)

Hinh 4nh sau day con linh dong hon, huéng thuong hon va
cao dep hon, hinh anh con ngua phi nudc dai, vuot Ién va
b6 xa phia sau cac con ngua hén yéu dang chay mot cach
mét nhoc va chdm chap. Hinh anh nay vi du v&i nguoi tri
siéng ning tinh can glu’a quan chiing bleng nhéc, tiéu cuc,
tinh thuc gidc ngd gitta quan ching si 4m mé ngu:

"Tinh can gitta phong dit,

Tinh thirc giita qudn mé,

Ngueoi tri nhw nguwa phi,

Bo sau con ngua hen." (Phap Cu 29)

Hai hinh anh tiép theo 14 hai hinh anh hét stic linh dong va
hudng thuong. Hinh anh béc hién tri nho khong phong dat,
leo 1én dugc lau cao tri tu¢, khong cd siu mudn uu tu, roi tir
noi lau cao tri tué dy, nhin xudng ké ngu dang chay qua
chay lai, sau kho, dudi dét bang thap kém:

"Nguoi tri dep phong dat,
Voi hanh khong phong dat.
Leo lau cao tri tué,

Khéng sau nhin ké sdau



Bac tri dung nuz cao,
Nhin ké ngu dat bang." (Phap Cu 28)

Hinh anh sau day ciing 1a hinh anh cudi ciing ndi vé céc vi
duy, noi 1én vira dac tinh hudng thugng, vira dic tinh siéu
tho4t cua nhiing vi du Ngai dung. Day 1a hinh anh vi Ty
kheo chéo thuyén ludt toi, thuyén duoc tat cho nhe nudc, va
nho vy thuyén luét t6i mau nhe nhang. Hinh anh nay dién
ta vi ty kheo doan trir dugc long tham va san han va dang
mau chong tién dan dén muc dich Niét Ban an lac:

"Ty kheo tdt thuyén nay,

Thuyén khéng nhe di mau,

Trie tham, diét san han,

Tét chirng dat Niét Ban!" (Phdp Cii 369)

Va Niét Ban tu nhién la canh gidi dang doi cho céac bac hién
thién, Niét Ban tu nhién 1a hinh anh dang cho6i sang moi tam
tu hudng thuong.

Kinh thua quy vi,

Trong hon mot tiéng ddng ho, chung toi da ¢b gang gidi
thiéu Kinh Phap Cu (Dhammapada) cho quy vi véi 423 bai
k¢ gian di va tuoi dep, voi ndi dung lanh manh, trinh bay
nhitng gido ly can ban nguyen thity, nhitng nép song va cac
phap mon hanh tri, va cudi ciing chiing t6i c6 dé cap dén hai
phuong phép dinh nghia va vi du dirc Phat da dung trong
tap Phap Ca nay.

That sy Kinh Phap Cu nay dugc hoan nghénh khap hoan
cau va dugc dich ra nhiéu thir tleng khip ca nam chau 1a vi
kinh ndy d4 dién ta dugc va 1am ndi bat 1én nhimng dic tanh
gian di va c6 dong, trong sang va hudng thuong, hién thién
va giai thoat ma mot tic phadm chira dyng chan 1y phai dugc
day du suc tich. Kinh Phap Cu nay s di duoc tan thuong 1a
vi d3 chira dyng rat ddy du nhitng gido 1y cin ban nguyén
thuy ctua Pao Phat. Kinh nay sé di duoc mén chudng va



duoc rat nhiéu nguoi hoc thudce long 1a nhd nhitng vi du
phong phti trong sang va linh dong, nhitng cau k¢ gon ghé
va am diéu da dé lai trong tam tu nguoi doc cling nhu nguoi
nghe rat nhiéu tinh cim nhe nhang va thanh thoat. Hon tat
cd, kinh nay dugc hang van nguoi ton kinh va yéu quy vi
kinh nay gom toan nhiing 10i day ctia dirc Phat va 10i day
ctia Ngai bao gio ciing dem dén hanh phtic va an lac cho tat
cd moi loai va moi ngudi:

"Phap thi, thcfng moi thi,

Phap vi, thd'ng moi vi,

Phap hy, thing moi hy,

Ai diét, thang moi khé." (Phdp Cii 354)

Va chung ta, cac Phat tir, cac ban cua dao Phat va cac ban
ham md dao 1y qui tyu hom nay don mung dai 18 Phat Pan, la
dé noi 1én su ngudng mg, 1ong han hoan va sy vui sudéng
cua chung ta cling néi Ién sy qui ngudng kinh trong cua
chung ta ddi voi chanh phap ma kinh Phap Cu nay 1a mot
hinh 4nh tugng trung t6t dep nhat.

Nam Mé Bén Sw Thich Ca Méu Ni Pht.

Thich Minh Chéu
Thién Vién Van Hanh,
Sai Gon, 1977

Chu thich:

[1] Bo giai thoat

[2] Ai

[3] Thin

[4] Phién ndo

[5] Co Kusa

[6] Chi cho cdy Sa la.
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